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TIDINGS OF WELLER 

January-February 2026
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January 4     112 

January 11      108  

January 18       83 

*January 25  * 0 

Worship Attendance 

Weller UMC Sermons 
 
Did you know that you can listen to Pastor Mark’s     
sermons each week by phone, or watch one of the ser-
vices on Facebook and YouTube! 
 
Listen:  If you know someone who doesn’t have inter-
net access or you’d like to listen to it again, please call 
240-288-1302. 
 
Watch:  You can watch all recorded sermons on Face-
book at www.facebook.com/WellerUMC -or- on 
YouTube by searching “WellerUMC WorshipAcct”. 

Weller United Methodist Church 
101 N. Altamont Avenue, Thurmont MD 21788 

301-271-2802     www.wellerchurch.com 
Sermon By Phone: 240-288-1302 

pastormark1umc@gmail.com 
secretary@wellerumc.comcastbiz.net 

Office Hours: Tue/Thur  8:00 am-4:30 pm 

Wed   8:00 am-11:30 am 

Pastor Mark Eyler 

CCLI #988176 

QR Codes for 
Quick Access! On your cell phone, go to camera settings and turn on QR codes button and return to main 
camera screen. Hold phone camera over a QR code below to get a link you would like to access. When link 

Facebook You Tube Website Tithing 

WUMC 

 Sunday School 

9:30 am 

Pre K—Kindergarten 
Debbie Stull &  

Joan Staub 
(in Church Nursery) 

1st thru 5th Grade 
Donnie & 

 Kelly Wastler 
(in Weller House) 

6th  thru 8th Grade 
 

WUMC  

Sunday School 

Adult 
Sarah Pickett and  

Roger & Becky         
Harbaugh (in Library) 

Adult 
Fred Younkins 

(in Weller House)  

* Both Services were cancelled due to bad weather. 

Worship Attendance 

Dec. 7 110 

Dec. 14 86 

Dec. 21 112 

Dec. 28 89 

Dec. 24 (7 pm) 68 

Dec. 24 (9 pm) 110 
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FEBRUARY 
BIRTHDAYS 

& 

ANNIVERSARIES 

02/01  Bob Fogle 

02/03  Sally McIlrath 

02/04  Andrew Mathias 

02/04  Sabrina Mathias 

02/04  Ryan Purcell 

02/05  Elinor Mathias 

02/05  Justin Pickett 

02/05  Matt Roberts 

02/06  Ethan McClure 

02/08  Kelly Grimm 

02/09  Josey Shaffer 

02/11  Barbara Maly 

02/12  Fred Henning 

02/12  Louise & Bob Shaffer (A) 

02/13  Caitlin Merico Roewer 

02/13  Rick Wivell 

02/14  Jared Grimm 

02/14  Barbara & Scott Maly (A) 

02/16  Emily Roberts 

02/17  Keith Valentine 

02/18  Michele Merico 

02/20  Megan Clark 

02/20  David McGuire 

02/25  Joan Staub 

02/28  Kaitlyn Herbert Brown 

02/28  Cassie Wivell 

01/01  Caleb Alexander 

01/01  Janice Snyder  

01/02  Nathan Long 

01/04  Makayla Rose Eibert 

01/09  Wes & Susan Baugher (A) 

01/09  Donnie & Kelly Wastler (A) 

01/05  Earl Weant 

01/07  Sandra Dennie 

01/09  Collin Schildt 

01/10  Jennifer McGuire 

01/11  Robert Follin, Sr.  

01/12  Chooi-Hah Monroe 

01/12  Ben Roberts 

01/12  Mike & Nicole Brown (A) 

   01/16  Henry Alexander 

   01/16  Bonnie Baust        

 01/19   Carrie Alexander 

 01/19   Moe & Janice Snyder (A) 

 01/20   Brantley Steinour 

 01/20   Fred & Karen Younkins (A) 

 01/22   Shirley Lantz 

 01/23   Bruce Baust 

 01/26   Donetta Herbert 

 01/26   Jamison Mathias 

 01/28   Jody Eyler 

  01/30   Monica Crone 

 01/30   Betty Ann Dewees 

 

JANUARY 
BIRTHDAYS 

& 

ANNIVERSARIES 



 Page 4 

 

The Trustees held our first meeting of 2026 on January 8, 2026 to review 2025 projects and discuss plans for 
2026.  The Trustees would like to thank Bob Follin for his many years of service as a trustee at Weller UMC. 
Bob has been a trustee for an untold number of years and has been involved in many projects throughout 
those years. Bob is currently working on a remodel of the front narthex and should be completed in ear-
ly 2026 so stay tuned for some sparkling upgrades !  We welcome Mike Wolfe to the trustees as a new mem-
ber of the trustees beginning in 2026. 

The elevator is 100% operational after construction was finalized in November  as part of a year -long pro-
ject ! The trustees were able to clean up and prepare the fellowship hall so that our Christmas Dinner could 
be held in the hall for the first time in several years !   Everyone was able to celebrate together with the ele-
vator allowing access to several members of the congregation. Praise God for his guidance during this mul-
ti year project. Thank You to the trustees for all your help ! 

The Trustees and Council are in the process of forming a safety committee to discuss security and safe-
ty measures within the Church and the Weller House including emergency first aid and security preparedness. 
If you are interested in joining this committee please contact Ed Schildt ( Trustee Chair) or Cody Wivell ( Coun-
cil Chair). 

The trustees are in preliminary discussions and planning to replace our current heat and AC systems with al-
ternative sources as the age of the current boiler continues to increase.. We felt it was in the best interest to 
begin research and planning this year for replacement or upgrades in future years. We will share additional 
information as we begin to look at replacement options and costs.. 

Living Room furniture was donated  for use in the Weller House by Debbie Wood, sister of Kim Clever. Thank 
You Debbie for that wonderful contribution ! 

All Requests for use of the Church building or the Weller House should be made with a phone call or email to 
the church office. Once dates are finalized the paperwork will be discussed with the tenant. A calendar of 
available dates are being kept at the church office. With the elevator installed and the remodel of the Weller 
House lower level we have had  several requests for January events already. 

If you are interested in serving as a trustee or helping trustees with upcoming projects please contact Ed 
Schildt for more information. 

 

Happy New Year to All !! 

Ed Schildt- Trustees Chair 

01/04/26     Vent to God.  He won't repeat it or use it against you. 

01/11/26     Nobody is too broken for the grace of Jesus. 

01/18/26     My job is to take care of the possible, and trust God with the impossible. 

01/25/26     Surrender your worries to God and you will find strength. 



 Page 5 

 

Mission Team Report for January/February 2026 

 

Happy New Year to everyone! We’re looking forward to another busy year of Missions at Weller. We had great sup-

port from our Weller family as usual which allowed us to fulfill our budget objectives for each of the 9 missions that 

we helped to support at  Weller this year. This was in addition to the Christmas Eve Offering which went to the 

Catoctin Pregnancy Center this year. If you would like to donate to Missions this year, use the Mission Envelope in 

your pew or mark “Missions” on your check. 

We were able to collect 21 big bags of warm coats, jackets, scarves, and hats, etc  during our Coat Drive for the 

Food Bank. Pastor Sally said she had had many requests for warm clothing and we received a lot of donations! She 

said that people were very appreciative of them and all of them were taken. Food donations of course  are always 

appreciated. Please check expiration dates. 

Another charity which has received great support from Weller this year is the Catoctin Pregnancy Center in Em-

mitsburg. We have been taking bags and boxes of baby and toddler items almost weekly and they are always in 

need of diapers! They will take newborn to size 4T clothing plus unexpired formula, baby food, baby equipment in 

good condition, etc. plus baby and toddler toys and books. Cribs must be new. There is a bin in the hallway to place 

items in (or near). 

Our next trip to Mission Central will be on Thursday, March 12th . More information will come in February. 

Below are photos of January’s volunteers in action. Pat Alexander, Karen Younkins and Nicole Kelley as well as Judi 

Herrold, the Mission Central volunteer coordinator. Henry Alexander was in the warehouse when the photos were 

taken. 
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Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, watching over them – not because you must, but because 

you are willing, as God wants you to be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve; not lording it over 

those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock.  And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will re-

ceive the crown of glory that will never fade away. 1 Peter 5 :2-4 

To review the year 2025 we can say that we are a blessed and growing congregation.  A year ago, we prayer-

fully decided to take on the debit to go forward with the elevator project.  This year our gifts and memorial 

donations have more than covered the full amount we expected to borrow as we enter 2026 debit free.  The 

parsonage rental has continued to grow the balance after having covered major capital expense last year.  Our 

General giving has covered the operating expenses, and our Missions giving continues to grow.  Here is the 

summary of activity for the past year: 
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ATTENTION: Make a Joyful Noise Unto the Lord.  
 Be a member of one of our performance choirs. 

 
The Hilltop Singers and Hilltop Ringers will begin weekly 

rehearsals on January 29, 2026.  
  

The Hilltop Ringers will meet from 6:00-7:00, in the hand-
bell room (below Sanctuary) 

Hilltop Singers will meet from 7:15-8:30, in the sanctuary.  
All are welcome to be a part of one or both of the choirs. 

We will present our work on March 29, at a combined 
church service. 

Please see Debby Shultzaberger or call her at  301-271-
7390         

  JANUARY 
(Bob and Louise Shaffer) 
4th    Virginia Gelwicks (W) 
11th  Robert Black (W) 
18th  Pat Black (G) 
25th  Dottie Davis (G) 
 
 
 
FEBRUARY 
(Bob and Louise Shaffer) 
1st      Kim Grimm (G) 
8th     Fred Henning (G) 
15th   Karen & Ed Schildt (W) 
22nd  Penny Toms (P) 
 
MARCH 
(Karen Younkins) 
1st    Larry & Donna Eby (P) 
8th   Dennis & Paulette Mathias (P) 
15th  Gary Roberts (P) 
22nd Donnie Wastler (P) 
29th Debby & Paul Shultzaberger 
(P) 
 
 
APRIL 
(Kim Clever) 
5th    Joan Freeze (W) 
12th   Helen Gelwicks (W) 
19th  Virginia Gelwicks (W) 
26th  Charlene Stitely (W) 
 
 
 

MAY 
(Nancy Rice) 
3rd    Fred Henning (W) 
10th   Gary Roberts (W) 
17th   Kim Lavigne (W) 
24th Cindy Hart (R) 
31st  Robert Black (W) 
 
JUNE 
(Nancy Rice) 
7th    Dottie Davis (G) 
14th  Pat & Henry Alexander (G) 
21st  Rick & Kathy Wivell (G) 
28th  Kim Grimm (G) 
 
JULY 
(Nancy Rice) 
5th    Marilyn Worsham (G) 
12th Carol & Robert Long (G) 
19th Chooi Hah & Jim Monroe (G) 
26th Robert Black (G) 
 
AUGUST 
(Joan Staub/Debbie Stull) 
2nd  Ken & Anita Drye (G) 
9th   Bill Clayton/Ann Day (G) 
16th Dennis/Paulette Mathias (G) 
23rd Carol & Robert Long (G) 
30th May Morrison (G) 
 
 
 

SEPTEMBER 
(Nancy Rice) 
6th   Rosie & Eugene Andrew (G) 
13th Nancy Rice (G) 
20th  Larry & Donna Eby (G) 
27th  Bob & Christine Miller(G) 
 
 
OCTOBER 
(Karen Younkins) 
4th   Phyllis Wynkoop(G) 
11th Fred Henning (G) 
18th  Earl Weant (G) 
25th  Fred & Karen Younkins (G) 
 
NOVEMBER 
(Kim Clever) 
1st   Kim Clever (G) 
8th  Phyllis Wynkoop (G) 
15th Jim & Peggy Royer (G) 
22nd Fred Henning (W) 
29th  Debbie & Steven Kurz (B) 
 
 DECEMBER 
(Nancy Rice) 
6th   Ruby & Susan Storer (B) 
13th Joan Zahn (B) 
20th Gayle DiSalvo (B) 
27th  Gayle DiSalvo(W) 

ALTER FLOWERS FOR 2026 

To all Alter Flower donors: Flower donors have been trans-

ferred to the 2026 calendar. Please let Nancy Rice know if 

you do not wish to donate the flowers for the week(s)  

assigned.  
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  WUMC Fellowship 2026 Events 

 

February 14th: Valentines Dinner at 5:00pm (Potluck and Newlywed Game)  

March 21st: Talent Show at 6:00pm  Will be Pies, Cakes and Silent Auction 

April 5th: Pancake Breakfast (Between Services)  

May 9th: Ladies Tea 2:00pm-4:00pm  

June 12th: Sock Hop 6:00pm-8:00pm 

August 2nd: Bowling at 2:00pm 

August 16th: Church Picnic at 1:00pm 

September- Paint Night or Basket Weaving (need more info)  

October 17th: Chili Cook Off & Candy Bingo at 5:00pm  

November 14th: Friendsgiving at 5:00pm (Potluck) 

December 11th: Christmas Carolling 6:00pm-8:00pm  

December 20th: Christmas Dinner- Time TBD (depending on Cantata)  

 

Sight and Sound– Stay tuned for information on ticketing prices, bus prices and dates  
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From the desk of:   Sandy Fahnestock 

 

We will be collecting shoe boxes to use for our Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Ministry 
throughout the year.   

Also, we will collect any used greeting cards.  Get Well,  Sympathy, Thinking Of You,  Thanks-
giving, Easter and Valentines Day cards are especially needed.  

And lastly, out dated calendars are needed. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  Thurmont Food Bank is in need of volunteers 1-2 Days per week to 

pray with people as they receive their Food.   
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From the desk of:   Vickie Howes 

The Advent celebration was a huge success again this year and I would like to take 
the time to thank all my craft helpers:   

Paulette Mathias, Debbie Stull, Pat and Kelly Alexander, Carol Stevens, Becky Har-
baugh, Gloria Balsley , Christine and Emily Miller. My cookie makers, Debbie Kurz, 
Felicia Albert, Lori Eyler and Charlene Stitely. 

 I would like to thank Dennis Mathias for being our special visitor. I would also like 
to thank all the parents/grandparents who brought their kids to have a wonderful 
day celebrating the start of  

Advent. 

Thank you 
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2026              

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

 

*Worship Services,        

8:30 & 10:30 a.m. 

6 

*Office Closed 

3 

*Book Club, 

7:00pm 

4 

*Offices Closes at 

11:30 am.  

Confirmation Class 

6-7:30 pm 

5 

Handbell Practice 

(6:00-7:00 p.m.) 

Choir Practice    

(7:15-8:30 p.m.) 

 

6 

*Office Closed 

7  KEY: 

BLACK:  WORSHIP SVCS                              

& OFFICE INFO 

BLUE:     MTGS 

RED:       HOLIDAYS OR                

OTHER SPECIAL 

DATES 

GREEN:  EVENTS 

8 

*Worship Services,        

8:30 & 10:30 a.m. 

 

9 

*Office Closed 

 

 

Outreach Mtg 6 pm 

10 

 

11 

*Offices Closes at 

11:30 am.  

Confirmation Class 

6-7:30 pm 

12 

Handbell Practice 

(6:00-7:00 p.m.) 

Choir Practice    

(7:15-8:30 p.m.) 

13 

*Office Closed 

 

 

14 

 

Valentines Dinner 

5:00 PM 

15 

*Worship Services, 

8:30 & 10:30 a.m. 

 

 

16 

*Office Closed 

 

 

 

17 

 

18 

*Offices Closes at 

11:30 am.  

Confirmation Class 

6-7:30 pm 

 

19 

Handbell Practice 

(6:00-7:00 p.m.) 

Choir Practice    

(7:15-8:30 p.m.) 

20 

*Office Closed 

21 

 

22 

*Worship Services,        

8:30 & 10:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

23 

*Office Closed 

 

24 25 

*Offices Closes at 

11:30 am.  

Confirmation Class 

6-7:30 pm 

 

26 

Handbell Practice 

(6:00-7:00 p.m.) 

Choir Practice    

(7:15-8:30 p.m.) 

27 

*Office Closed 

28 

     

 

 

 

 


